TUESDAY AUGUST 03 – XVIII WEEK O.T. [B]
"Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." He said, "Come." Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how (strong) the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"
The Lord always tests the faith of his friends. We may say that the life of the friends of the Lord is a trial with no interruption. Abraham is said to be Father in the faith since he has always overcome all the trials to which the Lord subjected him: “Some time after these events, this word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram! I am your shield; I will make your reward very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being childless and have as my heir the steward of my house, Eliezer?" Abram continued, "See, you have given me no offspring, and so one of my servants will be my heir." Then the word of the LORD came to him: "No, that one shall not be your heir; your own issue shall be your heir." He took him outside and said: "Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so," he added, "shall your descendants be." Abram put his faith in the LORD, who credited it to him as an act of righteousness.” (Gen 15,1-6).
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said: "I am God the Almighty. Walk in my presence and be blameless. Between you and me I will establish my covenant, and I will multiply you exceedingly." When Abram prostrated himself, God continued to speak to him: "My covenant with you is this: you are to become the father of a host of nations. No longer shall you be called Abram; your name shall be Abraham, for I am making you the father of a host of nations. I will render you exceedingly fertile; I will make nations of you; kings shall stem from you. I will maintain my covenant with you and your descendants after you throughout the ages as an everlasting pact, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. I will give to you and to your descendants after you the land in which you are now staying, the whole land of Canaan, as a permanent possession; and I will be their God." (Gen 17,1-8).
Here is the greatest trial to which he was subjected: “Some time after these events, God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, "Abraham!" "Ready!" he replied. Then God said: "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you." Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, took with him his son Isaac, and two of his servants as well, and with the wood that he had cut for the holocaust, set out for the place of which God had told him. When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. Next he tied up his son Isaac, and put him on top of the wood on the altar. Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the LORD'S messenger called to him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger. "Do not do the least thing to him. I know now how devoted you are to God, since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son." As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. So he went and took the ram and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son. Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh; hence people now say, "On the mountain the LORD will see." Again the LORD'S messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said: "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing - all this because you obeyed my command.''(Cf. Gen 22,1-18). 
Thus the Letter to Hebrews and, also the Letter to Romans: “By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was ready to offer his only son, of whom it was said, "Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name." He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol.” (Heb 11, 17-19) He believed, hoping against hope, that he would become "the father of many nations," according to what was said, "Thus shall your descendants be." He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body as (already) dead (for he was almost a hundred years old) and the dead womb of Sarah. He did not doubt God's promise in unbelief; rather, he was empowered by faith and gave glory to God and was fully convinced that what he had promised he was also able to do. That is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." (Rom 4, 18-22) Here is in what the trial of Abraham consists of: believing that his future is only God, only in God, only from God. The son might be his future only if offered and sacrificed on the mountain. If he is not sacrificed, the son will never be his future. Abraham chooses God as his future and sacrifices his son. The sacrificed son is given to Abraham not only as his future but as future of the entire humanity.
Let us read the text of Mt 14, 22-36
Then he made the disciples get into the boat and precede him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it was evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. "It is a ghost," they said, and they cried out in fear. At once (Jesus) spoke to them, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." Peter said to him in reply, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." He said, "Come." Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how (strong) the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" After they got into the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying, "Truly, you are the Son of God." After making the crossing, they came to land at Gennesaret. When the men of that place recognized him, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought to him all those who were sick and begged him that they might touch only the tassel on his cloak, and as many as touched it were healed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On that night, Jesus tests the faith of Peter. Peter wants to walk on the water and Jesus allows it to him. But one does not walk on the water for command of the Lord. One walks for faith. The command says that he can walk. Faith will make him really walk. Peter begins to walk, but, then, he is scared and is going to sink. At this moment, he asks Jesus for help and he is suddenly brought back to the boat. Now Peter knows how far he might walk on the water of the sea of the world. As his faith is now, he might take one or two steps. Then, he will have to go back to the boat. But on the boat he does not come back alone. He will have to be brought back by Jesus. It is a right thing that we put this truth in our heart. That we make it become soul of our soul. No one who gets out of the boat and then sinks is able to come back to the boat with his only strength. One gets out of the boat for command of Jesus. Without his command, no one might ever get out of the boat. He will sink. One comes back to the boat after he is going to sink only for invocation of help to Jesus the Lord. Truly, without Christ Jesus we cannot do anything. Jesus sees the little faith of Peter and he says it to him "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" Now Peter knows the measure of his faith. It is little, very little. He still needs to grow. For now, the growth will be very slow, it will be most slow. Then, after Jesus rises and the Holy Spirit will be poured upon him, then his growth will be great, very great. In the faith, he will become a true giant. Virgin Mary, Woman of most pure faith, come to our rescue. Make us grow from faith into faith. Only like this, we can walk on the stormy water of the world.
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